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SCOTTSDALE PLANNING COMMISSION 
CITY HALL KIVA 

3939 NORTH DRINKWATER BOULEVARD 
SCOTTSDALE, ARIZONA 

AUGUST 23, 2006  
 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
 

PRESENT:  Steve Steinberg, Chairman  
   James Heitel, Vice-Chairman 
   David Barnett, Commissioner 
   Steven Steinke, Commissioner 
   Eric Hess, Commissioner  
   Kevin O'Neill, Commissioner 
   Jeffrey Schwartz, Commissioner 
      
STAFF PRESENT: Lusia Galav 
   Randy Grant 
   Sherry Scott 
   Don Hadder 
   Mac Cummins 
 
CALL TO ORDER

 
The regular meeting of the Scottsdale Planning Commission was called to order 
by Chairman Steinberg at 5:21 p.m. 
  

ROLL CALL 
 
A formal roll call was conducted, confirming members present as stated above.  
 
CONTINUANCE 
 
7. 11-TA-2006   Amendment to Penalty Section to Coordinate with  
     ESL Amendment
 
 Request by the City of Scottsdale, applicant, for a Text Amendment to the City of 
 Scottsdale Zoning Ordinance (Ordinance 455) to amend Article I. Administration 
 and Procedures Section 1.1400. Violation and Penalty.; Section 1.1401 
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 Classification of penalty.; Section 1.1402. Penalties.; Section 1.1403. 
 Commencement of action.; Section 1.1404 Authority to issue civil complaint.; 
 Section 1.1405 Appearance by defendant.; Section 1.1406 Default judgment.; 
 Section 1.1407. Rules of procedure.; Section 1.1408. Collection of civil 
 sanctions.; Section 1.1409. Violations not exclusive.; Section 1.1410. Each day 
 separate violation.; Section 1.1411. Injunction.; Section 1.1412. Reporting of 
 Violations of the City of Scottsdale Zoning Ordinance (455). The purpose of this 
 text amendment is to change and clarify violations and penalty provisions in the 
 Zoning Ordinance.  
 

COMMISSIONER SCHWARTZ MOVED TO CONTINUE CASE 11-TA-2006 TO 
A DATE TO BE CHOSEN IN THE FUTURE BY STAFF.   

 
Mr. Hadder informed the Commission that the date of September 27, 2006 had 
been decided upon.  He addressed Mr. Schwartz's concerns by confirming that 
adequate notification and open houses would be conducted fully informing 
citizens of the changes to be made prior to that date. 

 
VICE-CHAIRMAN HEITEL SECONDED THE MOTION.  THE MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY BY A VOTE OF SEVEN (7) TO ZERO (0). 

 
MINUTES REVIEW AND APPROVAL 
 
1. July 12, 2006 (including Study Session) 
 

VICE-CHAIRMAN HEITEL MOVED TO APPROVE THE STUDY SESSION AND 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF JULY 12, 2006.  SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER SCHWARTZ, THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY BY A 
VOTE OF SEVEN (7) TO ZERO (0).  

 
CONTINUANCES 
 
2. 46-ZN-1990#17  Grayhawk Parcel 2n Rezoning
 
 Request by owner to rezone from Resort/Townhouse Residential District, 
 Planned Community District (R-4R PCD) to Central Business District, Planned 
 Community District (C-2 PCD) with amended development standards and to 
 amend the existing development agreement on 34.9+/- acres located at 
 8680 E. Thompson Peak Parkway.  
 
3. 25-ZN-2005   Earll Drive Condominiums
 
 Request by owner to rezone from Highway Commercial Downtown Overlay 
 (C-3 DO) to Downtown/Office Residential Type 2 Downtown Overlay 
 (D/OR-2 DO) on a 2.56+/- acre parcel located at 7320 E. Earll Drive.  
 

COMMISSIONER SCHWARTZ MOVED TO CONTINUE CASE 46-ZN-1990#17 
TO A DATE TO BE DETERMINED AND CASE 25-ZN-2005 TO 
SEPTEMBER 27, 2006.  SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STEINKE, THE 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY BY A VOTE OF SEVEN (7) TO ZERO (0).  
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EXPEDITED AGENDA 
 
4. 14-UP-2006   Avis Rent-a-Car  
  

Request by owner for a conditional use permit for automobile rental or leasing in 
a 38,824 +/- square feet parcel located at 14880 N. Northsight Blvd. with 
Highway Commercial District (C-3) zoning.  
 

5. 2-UP-2006   Blue Agave/ Jackrabbit Supper Club
 
 Request by owner for a conditional use permit for a bar in an existing building on 
 a 15,350 +/- square foot parcel located at 4280 N. Drinkwater Blvd. with 
 Downtown/Office residential type 2, Planned Block Development, Downtown 
 Overlay.  
 
6. 3-UP-2006   Blue Agave/ Jackrabbit Supper Club
 
 Request by owner for a conditional use permit for live entertainment in an 
 existing building on a 15,350 +/- square foot parcel located at 4280 N. 
 Drinkwater Blvd. with  Downtown/Office residential type 2, Planned Block 
 Development, Downtown Overlay.  
 

COMMISSIONER SCHWARTZ MOVED TO APPROVE CASE 14-UP-2006, 
2-UP-2006, AND 3-UP-2006 WITH THE AMENDED STIPULATIONS AS 
PROVIDED.  SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER BARNETT, THE MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY BY A VOTE OF SEVEN (7) TO ZERO (0).   

 
REGULAR AGENDA
  
8. 4-TA-2006   Text Amendment on Aircraft
 
 Request by City of Scottsdale, applicant, for a Text Amendment to the City of 
 Scottsdale Zoning Ordinance (Ordinance 455) to amend Article III. Definitions. 
 Section 3.100. General.; and to add language to the Use Regulations prohibiting 
 aircraft take-offs and landings as an accessory use in residential districts in each 
 of the following sections:  Article V. District Regulations.; Section. 5.010. R1-190 
 Single-family Residential District.; Section. 5.100. R1-43 Single-family 
 Residential District.; Section 5.700. R-3 Medium Density Residential District.; 
 Section. 5.8000. R-4 Townhouse Residential District.; Section. 5.900. R-4R 
 Resort/townhouse Residential District. Section. 5.1000. R-5 Multiple Family 
 Residential District and Section 5.2000. M-H Manufactured Home District. 
 

Mr. Hadder addressed the Commission.  He explained that the request was to 
amend various sections of the residential portion of the zoning ordinance to 
expressly state that aircraft landings and takeoffs are not allowed in those 
residential districts, confirming a Council policy established in the 1980s 
regarding helicopter landings.  

 
In response to a question by Commissioner Schwartz, Mr. Hadder clarified that 
the change was designed to clarify an existing policy.  Only two helipad sites 
exist outside the hospital and Airpark area, neither of which is located in a 
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residential area.  No complaints have been made regarding the use of helipads in 
residential areas.   

 
Commissioner Schwartz expressed concern that residents who do have helipads 
on their property be notified properly of the ordinance changes.  He opined that, 
especially because this is a very specific issue, those concerned should have the 
opportunity to represent themselves.  Mr. Hadder reiterated that the City was 
already in a position to issue violations if regular landings were witnessed; the 
text amendment clarified the existing regulations.  

 
In response to an inquiry by Commissioner Steinke, Mr. Hadder confirmed that 
having a helipad or landing strip is not a violation.  The issue is with land use, 
and a violation would occur if the helipad or landing strip were used.  

 
Vice-Chairman Heitel reviewed that the text amendment was a clarification of a 
policy that has been effect for 23 years in order to prevent any administrative 
special allowances; new policy was not being created it was being clarified.  

 
In response to a question by Commissioner Steinke, Mr. Hadder defined aircraft 
as including any kind of airplane, helicopter, hot air balloon, or any other type of 
aircraft that a person can ride in or on.  Mr. Hadder felt that including that 
language in the text amendment was unnecessary. 

 
Commissioner Schwartz expressed concern about prohibiting hot air balloons.  
He noted the frequent recreational uses of hot air balloons and the hot air balloon 
show that has been held at WestWorld in the past.  Mr. Hadder clarified that hot 
air balloons are considered an appropriate and allowable use on property that is 
not residentially zoned.  

 
Mr. James Muniere addressed the Commission.  He distributed a handout 
reviewing what he intended to speak about in order to provide clarification to the 
Commissioners.  He expressed concern about the proposed terminology and 
requested that the word helicopter be used instead of aircraft.  

 
Vice-Chairman Heitel applauded the city staff and legal staff for finally clarifying 
the issue.  He publicly recognized two ordinary citizens of Scottsdale, Gordon 
Zuckerman and the late Linda Dean who were affected by the lack of clarity in 
putting together policies regarding aircraft issues. He noted that these two 
individuals were forced to spend nearly a quarter of a million dollars of their own 
funds in order to enforce a City policy that was already in place.  He opined that 
no text amendment or recognition could replace the personal and financial 
burden endured by these two citizens.   

 
VICE-CHAIRMAN HEITEL MOVED FOR APPROVAL OF 4-TA-2006.   

 
Commissioner Barnett noted a spelling error in the text amendment.  

 
COMMISSIONER SCHWARTZ SECONDED THE MOTION, WHICH CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY BY A VOTE OF SEVEN (7) TO ZERO (0).  
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WRITTEN COMMUNICATION
 
None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT

 
With no further business to discuss, the regular meeting of the Scottsdale Planning 
Commission adjourned at 5:45 p.m. 
  
 .  
  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
A/V Tronics, Inc.  
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